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A Master Plan for the Township of Nairne.  

What do you love about Nairne?  How can we help Mt Barker District Council planners make it 

even better?  Council will be developing a ñMaster Plan for the Township of Nairneò to help guide 

development decisions for the next 15ð20 years.  They will be consulting widely with the Nairne 

community during November and December 2011.  See inside for more information.  

Photo: Sally Harding  Sunset in Nairne.  
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The Nairne and Districts Residents Association 

Presidentôs Report  

By Simon Martin  

It has been an interesting couple of months for Nairne with community activities, some of which 

are fun, and others that are thought provoking.  

The Spring Family Picnic was held in Byethorne Park in September.  The Nairne & District Resi-

dents Association (N&DRA) organised this successful event in conjunction with Ink Pot Arts.  We 

were lucky with the weather, and it turned out to be a great, fun day (see page 9). 

Nairne recently hosted the Mt Barker Council Meeting. It was great to see the Nairne Recreation 

Grounds Clubrooms as the venue. What a great relief to not have a meeting interrupted by the 

squealing of a passing train. On the agenda was the proposal for a Nairne Master Plan. This could 

be a good process for Nairne but it needs lots of input from the townôs residents. The council as-

sures us that the process starts with a óblank pageô, and the blank page started earlier this year 

when the Council came to Nairne and ran information evenings about the Structure Plan, which 

was developed in response to 1300 hectares of new housing land being created in the Mt Barker 

District. It is worth remembering that 45 hectares of that land is behind the Nairne Primary 

School.  

There are a number of issues worth commenting on in the Master Plan. Here are a few ï 

Traffic near the school . With 45 hectares of new houses, the impact on traffic will be sig-

nificant. N&DRA has already put forward a proposal to reduce the traffic problems associ-

ated with such a large increase in houses (see next page) ï we hope it makes it into the 

Master Plan.  

Potential Supermarket in Nairne West . The Council are waiting on a formal proposal for 

the land at the corner of Woodside Rd and Old Princes Hwy. Such a development has ad-

vantages and disadvantages and a lively public discussion is important. Worth considering 

is that this would shift the commercial centre of the town from Main St to Woodside Rd. 

To read more about this trend and its impact go to http://www.regional.org.au/au/

countrytowns/global/witherby.htm.  

Revitalisation of Main St. What can be done to create a vibrant Main St? Some are sug-

gesting a supermarket down near the old Chapmans factory. What do you think? We donôt 

want a derelict Main St. 

North Road traffic issues. Council have indicated that next financial year, they will fund a 

study into what should be done to make North Road safer. This shouldnôt stop us from 

commenting on it in the Master Plan.  

Other issuesé What are the issues that concern you? 

I strongly encourage people to have their say in the Nairne Master Plan, as our local knowledge 

about what needs to be done in the town can help inform the decisions that council staff will be 

making. So if you have something you think should be done, please contribute.  Council will be 

advertising their community consultation process in the next few months, so keep an eye on the 

local media for information on how to participate (see pages 4ï5 for more detail).  
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Disclaimer  

The Nairne News and the Nairne and Districts 

Residents Association Inc. accept no responsibility 

for the content of any advertisements or articles in 

this Newsletter.  Views expressed in the Nairne News 

are not necessarily those of the Nairne News, its 

editor or publisher, or the Nairne and Districts 

Residents Association. 

Do you have something to               

contribute to the Nairne News?  

Articles and advertisements for publication in the 

next issue to be received by  

20 February 2012 .   

Contact:  

The Editor, Cathy Smallridge              

Nairne News, PO Box 416  

Nairne, SA 5252  

Or:    

nairnenews@hotmail.com  

 

PROOFREADING  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-   Newsletters -   Brochures  

-   Websites   -   Menus, etc 

Before you have your next document 

printed, I can check it for spelling and 

grammatical errors.  

Phone Jo  

0408 424130  or  8388 6581 

 

 
 

Saleyard Rd to be one-way to the main school entry. 

A 

B 
School  

Roundabout and connection to new estate 
roads. 

Possible alternatives for a new connector road 
from Saleyard Rd to the Old Princes Hwy.  

N&DRA proposal for modified traffic conditions near the Nairne School.  
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The Nairne Township Master Plan. 

In late October, a Council meeting held in Nairne resolved to undertake a review of the Nairne 

Township and work towards the production of a ñNairne Township Master Planò.  Council has re-

cently prepared a draft Structure Plan for Mount Barker, Littlehampton and Nairne and has also 

initiated a Section 30 review in accordance with the Development Act.  As part of these initiatives, 

a number of significant matters have been identified for the township of Nairne.  These include 

proposals for the introduction of a retail supermarket, understanding the potential for additional 

urban development, the need to attend to traffic and transport issues, urban design and main 

street design potentials, open space linkages, recreation opportunities, and future economic de-

velopment impact issues.  

The processes have clearly highlighted a range of competing interests and opportunities, and the 

Nairne community has indicated that there is a need for Council to be clearer in terms of future 

development activity within the Nairne Township and surrounding residential environment.  

Council has also acknowledged there is a need to attend to issues raised in a co-ordinated and 

planned way that provides a degree of certainty and direction for all involved.  It is also generally 

acknowledged that Nairne township should be provided a degree of attention in terms of planning 

and support that has not been evident for some years. 

In relation to attending to the issues raised, it has been proposed to deal with them in a compre-

hensive rather than ad hoc fashion.  This in 

turn suggests that the preparation of an 

overall, whole-of-town, Master Plan for 

Nairne is preferable to dealing with individ-

ual and separate matters.  This approach 

will afford the residents, business commu-

nity and others the opportunity to have    

input into the current design and future de-

velopment of their township.  Council will 

be placed in an informed position, enabling 

sound decision making about the future di-

rection, town identity, and implementation 

of relevant programs that support the town-

ship.  The main outcomes of the project will 

be a Master Plan that, in a spatial sense, 

provides options for the future development 

of the Nairne Township over the next 15ð20 

years, and an agreed Council program that 

supports the implementation of the Master 

Plan and identifies possible timing and 

funding issues.  

 

 

Ray White TM  

Mount Barker 

A Fresh Energetic Approach  

Thinking of moving, developing or would just 

like to know whatôs happening out there? 

Put your mind at ease and give me a call 

today for honest, genuine advice. 

A local Nairne resident supporting local 

Nairne people, I understand that genuine 

relationships and true commitment are key 

elements to a successful outcome.  

I look forward to the opportunity of meeting 

with you soon. 

Rob Hannam. 

0409 007 081 

rob.hannam@raywhite.com 
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                        HOME ASSIST   

                      & RESPITE 
 

What services are available? 

Home Care 

Short term cleaning (3ï6 cleans) 
Spring clean    
Referral to longer term assistance 

Garden Maintenance 

Pruning  
Rubbish Removal 
Once-off garden clean up and rubbish removal 

Minor Home Maintenance 

Yearly gutter clean and small repair 
Small plumbing and minor carpentry work 
Changing light bulbs 
Checking smoke detectors 

Home Security 

Free Home Safety and Security Assessment/Advice 
through the South Australian Police Crime Reduc-
tion Section. 

Social Support 

Friendly Visiting Program 
Menôs lunch group (Barker Blokes) 
Club links 
Shopping support 

PH: 8391 7234 

The Nairne Township Master Plan. 

The Master Plan development process will have four stages: 

Stage 1. Information gathering and draft ñIssues Paperò development (Februaryð

October 2011).  

This stage involves the identification and documentation of issues related to the future of the 

Nairne Township, from previous initiatives including the Structure Planning and Section 30     

review processes undertaken in recent times.  A draft ñIssues Paperò will be produced as a starting 

point for community input.  

Stage 2. Community Consultation on the Issues Paper (November ðDecember 2011).  

This stage involves provision of information to stakeholders and the wider community about the 

Councilôs intention to develop a Master Plan for the Township of Nairne, and community consul-

tation on the draft ñIssues Paperò.   

Stage 3. Preparing a Draft Master Plan (December 2011 ðJanuary 2012).  

This stage involves Council preparing and 

publishing a Draft Master Plan using the in-

formation, comments, ideas and suggestions 

obtained through community consultation 

on the Issues Paper. 

Stage 4. Community confirmation of 

the draft Master Plan (February 2012).  

This stage involves convening forums and 

events to present the draft Master Plan to 

the wider community, and confirm the links 

between the consultation on the Issues Paper 

and the representation of the Master Plan. 

The full details of the proposal can be found 

in the meeting agenda papers on the Council 

website http://www.dcmtbarker.sa.gov.au/

site/page.cfm.  Go to Your Council > Council 

meetings and click on the agenda for the 

meeting of: 17 October 2011, agenda Item 

12.2 Nairne MP. 

During the consultation process, information 

will be placed in local newspapers and 

posted on the Nairne website: 

www.nairne.org.au.  Enquiries can also be 

directed to the Nairne and Districts Resi-

dents Associationðndra@live.com.au. 
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Councillorôs commentaryé. 
Itôs probably not too early to wish you and those close to you a happy festive break é certainly, 

the retail stores donôt seem to think so! 

For those of you who attended the óNairne Spring Family Picnicô day at Byethorne Park in late 

September, Iôm sure that you found it a really pleasant event. There was plenty of time to spend 

with the youngsters and entertainment for all.  Well  done to the Nairne & Districts Residents   

Association and Ink Pot Arts for bringing this event to us!  

It was good to see the District Council of Mt Barker, at its meeting on 19 September, approve  a go

-ahead for much-needed flood mitigation work on North Railway Tce .  The project, esti-

mated to cost around $350,000, is now underway and, weather permitting, should be completed 

by the close of this year. 

Held in the Nairne Oval clubrooms, the 17 October Council meeting  proved to be a well-

attended occasion. Council meets away from its Chambers in Mt Barker relatively infrequently, 

and it was pleasing to note the high level of interest shown by those attending from Nairne and 

nearby localities. There was also an opportunity before the meeting started for residents to meet 

informally with councillors and senior Council staff.   

A primary focus of the meeting was a range 

of issues affecting Nairne. One item ad-

dressed the development of a Nairne 

Township Master Plan , now underway 

and specific to the future of Nairne.         

Another concerned the now completed 

construction of a temporary car park on 

Saleyard Rd  to help ease traffic difficul -

ties experienced there, especially by       

parents dropping off and picking up their 

chil dren at the Nairne Primary School. 

The Master Plan is a project sorely needed 

to ensure that our town can again be made 

a viable and largely self-sufficient centre, 

separate from but still integrated with Mt 

Barker Central. Aside from seeking to     

ensure that everything is done to keep 

Nairne a pleasant place to live, we need to 

encourage business services and employ-

ment opportunities, the provision of com-

munity recreational facilities, adequate 

roads and footpaths, an improved tourism 

focus, and a sensitive recognition of the 

townôs historical and heritage values.    
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Councillorôs commentaryé. (cont.) 
The possible construction of a new shopping centre at the western boundary of Nairne, and its 

potential impact on the existing main street business precinct, are anticipated to be considered 

within the broader parameters of the Plan.  

An integral element of the Master Planôs development is an open and deliberate engagement with 

all sectors of the Nairne community. Together with planning consultant Bill Chandler, Council 

has secured the services of Bob Goering of Community Engagement Group Australia (CEGA), to 

conduct the essential public consultation aspect of the project.   

Bob is now setting up arrangements to approach various groups and individuals in Nairne, ensur-

ing that the Master Plan encompasses the wide range of issues which need to be addressed and to 

tap into the expertise and knowledge already there among members of our community. More       

information will be provided in The Courier and via Councilôs website. 

Finally, as we anticipate the Christmas-New Year break, there is likely to be the normal and 

sometimes hectic round of events and functions looking for a place in your diary. Spend a little 

time with those around you, and try to get along to the Nairne Lionsô óCarols by the Lakeô event 

(Byethorne Park) at 6 pm on Friday 9 December. 

Please contact me if you would like to discuss further any of the matters mentioned in this col-

umn, or anything else where Council touches on your life.     Cr Trevor Corbell                

 Open Wednesday through to Monday, 5 pm till close.  Takeaway menu 

also available. 56 Main St, Nairne. Phone 8388 0880.   

 

The well-known Chingari Restaurant in the 

middle of Nairne offers delicious mild to hot 

curries and a wide range of Indian delicacies.   

Book early for your special Christmas occasion!  
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SOLAR, GAS or 

HEAT PUMP?  

Which hot water system is the right choice for 

the Adelaide Hills? 

If you have been talking to a solar hot water salesperson,  

building a new home or replacing your existing hot water service..... 

Call a LOCAL plumber before signing off on  

a very expensive mistake. 

I will give you unbiased, free advice on the most affordable hot 

water system to install, run & maintain. 

12 Month Payment plan available* 

*Conditions apply. 

Your LOCAL plumber 
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Enjoy helping others?  Want to make a difference?  Enjoy driving? 

Vacancies currently exist for volunteers to join Hills Community Transport (HCT) to assist eligible 

clients with their transport needs, helping people to improve and maintain their quality of life.  

Dedicated volunteers are required to transport the frail, aged, disabled, and other transport disad-

vantaged to medical appointments, shopping, and social activities within the Adelaide Metro and 

Adelaide Hills regions. Vehicles are provided and HCT can offer flexibility as to days worked 

(weekdays only). 

A current drivers licence is required, along with a commitment to undertake the Volunteer Driver 

Accreditation Program. Costs of accreditation will be paid by HCT. The ability to interact with people 

from all walks of life and offer empathy, understanding and patience are important to this role.  

Contact Marisa on 8391 7234 for further information.  

Nairneôs Spring Family Picnic 

It was a  beautiful, cool, sunny, spring day when the 

Nairne Spring Family Picnic was held on Sunday 25 

September  2011 at Byethorne Park. The event was or-

ganised by The Nairne and Districts Residents Associa-

tion, with entertainment provided by Ink Pot Arts Inc.    

There were circus activities and a drumming workshop 

for children in the morning, and some of the children 

dressed up as characters from the recent Ink Pot Arts 

Inc. production, The Lorax. The Bearded Gypsy Band 

entertained the crowd for an hour in the middle of the 

day, inspiring some people to get up and dance. In the 

afternoon, solo guitarists Lisa Halliday and Georgia 

Carey played their original     music, and Nescha Jelk 

took a theatre workshop. The face painters were kept 

busy all day and there was a painting station at the Ink 

Pot Arts stand where children could express themselves 

in art.  At the Trees for Towns stall people could plant 

seeds of indigenous plants to take home, or sign up to 

participate in the Nairne Trees for Towns project. The 

Lions sausage sizzle and local Xpresso coffee van did a 

roaring trade from the estimated 250 people who at-

tended the day.   

The Nairne and Districts Residents Association would 

like to thank all who helped to make the day such a suc-

cess, including the District Council of Mt Barker who 

provided funding to help meet promotion and enter-

tainment costs. 

Photos: Sally Harding. 

Kazuki Donoghue  practicing his   

circus skills. 

 

Kaylee Hallett and Maddie Nagle 
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A celebration of culture at Nairne School 

By Leesa Shepherd, Nairne Primary School Principal  

This year we welcome back the Gyuto Monks of Tibet to 

Nairne School. This will be their 4 th visit to our site as part 

of their annual tours and retreats program. The Gyuto 

monks have been coming to Australia since 1994 when an 

Adelaide woman decided to change her life forever and stop 

working in a highly paid, prestigious position, and instead 

to establish Gyuto House and set up a process to enable a 

wider world to share the Monks wisdom and generosity. 

 

Now, each year a small group of Monks are sponsored to 

come to Australia to learn about another country and an-

other culture, and to share with us their traditions and 

hopes for world peace and happiness. They have chanted 

for world peace in some very well known and iconic places, 

including Lake Eyre, snowy Falls Creek, the Opera House 

and the Great Barrier Reef, as well as visiting remote and 

tiny ñbushò communities, schools, universities, museums, 

art galleries and shopping centres. Everywhere they go, the 

message is essentially the same, as Monks live a life of 

óloving kindness and compassion for the benefit of allô.  

 

The message for us at Nairne School fits 

magnificently with our schools strong and 

ongoing commitment to the emotional well-

being of students and staff. One of our 3 Pil-

lars of Learning is óLearning to Live To-

getherô, and this is supported by many pro-

grams and strategies including the Virtues 

Program and All About Choice, and the 

monks compliment this work enormously.  

During their 3 -day visit with us in October 

this year, children had the opportunity to 

learn more about Tibet and its culture, lan-

guage and some of the issues it faces at the 

moment. They spent time participating in a 

traditional Tibetan craft and were able to ask 

questions (through an interpreter) and share 

their ideas for how we can work on peace and 

kindness across the globe. 

Ceremony at the school 

 

 

 

Doing craft with the children  

Children watch as the monk creates a sand mandala.  




