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The main street of Nairne (ca 1872) showing the old school, the gum tree, and the Millers Arms Hotel.
Photo: State Library of South Australia, B7800, taken by Samuel White Sweet (1825 0 1886)

You may have noticed the new signs recently installed at the entrances to our local towns by the
District Council of Mt Barker. This year, the district is marking the 175th anniversary of
European settlement of this area and our local towns will be holding a series of events during
the year, in celebration. It is a good opportunity, particularly if you are new to the area, to learn
about the recent history of these Hills towns, which are not much younger than Adelaide itself.

The South Australian Register announced the birth of Nairne in its edition of 18 January 1840:

ATHE NEW VI LLAGEOWE NAVEBNBeen favored with
plan of a village, which has received the
and beautiful vallies of the Mount Barker

The same paper, on 25 January 1840, followed up with this additional description:

Alts vicinity to the mountain, its central
are |ikely to be greatly in its favor. Re |
the country, and the bracing, wupland chara
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By Cathy Smallridge .

As we mark the 175th year of European settlement in the Adelaide Hills this year, the Nairne
News would |ike to dedicate a portion of each
history. Do you have a historic building in Nairne that you know some history of, and would like

to share that with others? Have you lived in Nairne all your life and can tell us about some of the
changes that have happened in your lifetime? We would love to publish your stories for posterity.
Please take a moment to write to us with your stories: The Editor, PO Box 416, Nairne 5252; or
nairnenews@hotmail.com. Photos would be welcome too!

The Nairne and Districts Residents Association, in conjunction with the District Council of Mt

Barker, is planning two 175th celebrationsd first, a movie night at the Soldiers Memorial Hall,
which will l' i kely take place in June. AThe Hort
around Nairne, and we also have a number of other shorts filmed in Nairne that we would like to

show on the night, as well as some cartoons etc. It will be a fun, oldfashioned film night and we

hope you will be able to join us. More on that in the next issue. A second celebration will take

place later in the year, with assistance from the Lions Club and involvement of many of our local
community and sporting organisations. This event will take place either on the Main Street or
Byethorne Park, probably in August or September.

The Nairne and Districts Residents Association meets at 7pm in the Nairne Institute on the third
Wednesday of each month. The March meeting will start with a chat with Councillors d your
chance to let Councillors know of any problems in your area and talk to them with any concerns.
Alternate meetings begin with a presentation from a local speaker. Keep an eye on the
noticeboard in the post office foyer for announcements on the speaker and topic for April. We
hope to see there!

Disclaimer

Lions Club of
Nairne & Districts

The Nairne News and the Nairne and Districts
Residents Association Inc. (NDRA) accept no 5
responsibility for the content of any SO Inc
advertisements or articles in this Newsletter.

Views expressed in the Nairne News are not -
necessarily those of the Nairne News, its editor or Communlty Garage Sale

publisher, or the NDRA.

Bill Joyce Park

Please send articles or advertisements for Sunday 16 March

publlc§tlon in the next |§sue to: Commencing 900 am
The Editor, Cathy Smallridge

Nairne News, PO Box 416, Nairne, SA 5252
Or email: nairnenews@hotmail.com

Sites are available for a
Deadline: 20 April 2014 small hire feeo please
The NDRA thanks Jo Parkinson for contact the Secretary on

proofreading this publication. 0418 817 438
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Matthew Smillie d founder of Nairne

The following is an excerpt from the South Australian Register . Wednesday 17 March 1847
DIED.

At the Vallies, Mount Barker, on the 12th of March inst., Matthew Smillie, Esq., J.P., formerly of
Leith, aged 65. Mr Smillie was extensively known and respected in the Scottish Courts, during
thirty years. In mercantile and maritime practice, especially, his estimation was such, that he was
elected, by the unanimous voice of his brethren, to the Chair of the Faculty of Procurators of the
High Court of Admiralty of Scotland, in which position he continued till 1830, when that
jurisdiction was merged in the Supreme Court of Session. Among other important employments,
he held one as a Public Prosecutor of the County of Edinburgh for many years. In the prosperity
of South Australian colonization Mr Smillie took a warm interest from the outset, and came to
settle here early in 1839, having been the first resident proprietor to the eastward of the Mount
Lofty ranges. He was soon called to the Magistracy of the Province, and when a Municipal
Corporation for the City of Adelaide was constituted, he was elected an Alderman. Mr Smillie was
of a high order of mind. He combined uncompromising integrity, comprehensive sagacity, just
discrimination in judgment and taste, great moral courage, purity, and gentleness. It will be
gratifying to many friends at a distance to know that the same excellent qualities of head and
heart, which commended and endeared him of old, stood under all circumstances unsullied, and
though for some years past, a constitution impaired by long professional assiduity, precluded his
taking an active part in public business, a natural fondness for retirement, happily blending with
his amiable pursuits in the country, made his latter days pass pleasantly away. His close was that
of a Christian, calm, confiding, and peaceful. By his own desire, his remains will be interred at
Nairne, of which he was the founder.

Pause for the Peramangk.

The Aboriginal people in this area, the Peramangk,
were harshly impacted by the process of colonisation.
According t o t he book A
Robin Coles and Richard Hunter (Axiom Publishing
2010), the decline of the Peramangk had already =
started prior to the time Captain Charles Sturt sailed |
on the Murray River System from 182838 1830.
Apparently, a small pox epidemic spread from the
eastern states and greatly reduced the Peramangk in \‘ X
number, and the tribal system was partially broken )
down before European settlers arrived here. The
Peramangk were subsequently dispossessed of their
lands, and attempts were made to educate and
convert the Aboriginal people to Christianity.

AThe Ochre Warriorso is a fascinating book for
time to time, Robin Coles also conducts walking tours of Aboriginal sites in the Adelaide Hills.
For more information, he can be contacted on 8390 0145, or email - robin.coles1@bigpond.com.
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Councillords <co
Wel | here we are already 2i mont hs into 2014.
that, before too |l ong, weodl| al | be compl aini ng¢

things happening in relation to Nairne, or still in the pipeline.

Nairne Retail Study. Work continues on developing the Nairne Main Road precinct as a more
viable commercial sector. A primary trigger to this end will be an intended Nairne and Environs

Development Plan Amendment (DPA) specifically aimed at making the existing zoning in the
Main Rd more flexible and capable of permitting a greater mix of residential, retail and

commercial opportunities. However, before any decisions are made, in the coming months there
will be considerable public consultations held to explain what is intended and to take on board
the communityds Vviews.

Council 6s decision | ate | ast year to focus on
supermarket/shopping centre proposed for a site at the corner of the Old Princes Highway and
Woodside Road would not proceed. As an element of a likely DPA later this year, further work will

be done to facilitate the potential establishment of a small supermarket on a yet-to-be determined

site on Main Road.

Power Supply Undergrounding. You might recall that last year Council was advised that,
subject to the responsible Minister signing off on the project, the State PLEC (Power Line
Environment Committee) had agreed to the

undergroundi ng of p O WE
Main Road, bet ween Bob
service station and the corner of Church/

Farguharson Streets, . erso
Memorial Hall. The Minister gave formal ' '
approval in January. At a total cost of $1.6m
(2/3 PLEC, 1/3 Council), the project is

scheduled to get under way in the last three
months of 2014. There will be some inevitable
disruption while the work is done but, once

completed, we can then proceed with creating
a fresh environment for the Main Road,

incorporating new heritage -style lamp posts,
street furniture and garden beds, all presenting

a much more attractive setting for both

existing and new Dbusinesses, and the
community generally.

A
)
B
)

Future community centre. As part of the

work done last year in relation to a general ¢
improvement of both physical and social

infrastructure in Nairne, in conjunction with CV TV@VOV CO‘VI)@ZJ/ JP
the Nairne Soldiersd Mem®408 68575k 1 | C81380261 € e,
Council is exploring measures for the Hall to tcorbell@dcmtbarker.sa.gov.au
become a Council asset in order that it be District Council of Mt Barker

Continued page 6.
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Byethorne Bite Family Fishing Day a success!

By Mike Pfieffer

The inaugural Byethorne Bite fishing
competition was a wonderful success, with
a large crowd enjoying the sunny day in
Nairne. With plenty of support from the
local community and surrounding district,
this is sure to be locked in as an annual
community event for Nairne, and is sure to
grow with good feedback from those who
attended.

A very big thank you to everyone who was
involved in getting this day up and
running, including the main sponsor for
the day, BCF Mount Barker, who donated
all the prizes. We must also thank Paul
Klinkert from Old MacDonald's Travelling
Farm SA, and young band Double Trouble
for donating their time to the event.
Others who helped on the day include the
Nairne Oval Committee, Nairne CFS,
Nairne Lions Club and the Nairne Bremer
United Football Club, which was well
represented. The biggest thank you must
go to Footy Club committee member Coralie Schmidt, who actually organised the event, along
with help from a group of dedicated Rams members including Kate Howie, and to Peely, Taz,
Ben, James, Paz and Gibbo for assistance with setting up, and with the running of the day.

......

The competition winners were:

Overall heaviest fish Jayden DeRon 4.2kg
Biggest Fish Daniel Peel 64 cm
Biggest Redfin Aaron 34.5cm

Youngest Angler Angus 3 years
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Councill ordés Commentary (contin

upgraded to become a more viable, flexible community centre catering to the broader needs of the
community. The model most likely to evolve is one where there would continue to be a local
management committee handling ongoing operational issues; eg, bookings, minor maintenance,
etc, but with Council taking on responsibility for major maintenance and structural improvement
demands.

The existing Hall Committee, led by Dean Carman over many, many years, has done much to

keep the Hall going, including commissioning major repainting and other maintenance projects.
Essentially, the cost of such work has been me
groups, the good people at the Nairne Market, I
now becoming too onerous, and Council has recognised that it needs to accept a greater level of
responsibility for ensuring that the Soldiers
inherent in providing a viable community centre.

North Road upgrade. Work continues on an upgrade of North Road, mainly to improve some
of the worst surface sections, determining best locations for some traffic calming measures, a
realignment of the Junction St/North Rd intersection and a re -treatment of the junction of North
Rd with Woodside Rd. A number of new 50kph signs have already been installed along the road.

Nairne 175 th anniversary celebrations. Work continues apace on planning to celebrate
Nai r n ehdbsthddy indNovember this year. A number of activities are being developed under
the guidance of Annette Gl adigau and Clive Pay

If you would like to be directly involved or are seeking more information, get along to a monthly
NDRA meeting (third Wednesday night each month at the Nairne Institute) or contact Annette on
8388 6558 or Clive on 8388 0703.

Citizenship ceremony. Contri buti ng Uamnv&saiy ceebrdtisns, M&yér Ann
Ferguson will be conducting a special Citizenship Ceremony at the Nairne Institute on 10 April.
For more information, contact Jenny Richter at the Council office on 8391 7238.

Australia Day congratulations . . . to retired radio announcer and local resident Barry Hall
and to Mayor Ann Ferguson. Both were awarded Medals in the Order of Australia (OAMS) -
Barry for his work as a long-time radio announcer in Adelaide and his contribution to the local
community, and Mayor Ann for her significant contribution to local government and also the

community.

Congratulations also to . . . Nairnebs 2014 Citizens of the Ye
Jackie and daughters Tyla, Aimee and Lani. The contribution made by the Cousins family in the
Nairne community I n so many ways was recogni s
Australia Day celebrations at Bill Joyce Park.

Finally . . .  my thanks go to the many of you who expressed your best wishes to me during my

i1l ness over the | ast sever al mont hs. I felt g

what looks like being another busy year.

Pl ease doné6t hesitate to c darbheh@decmtbarker.sa.gov.dh 4@ 6 8
any of the matters mentioned in this column or any other Council -related issues. Alternatively,

you can contact one of your other North Ward councillors, Jeff Bettcher, Lyn Stokes and Simon
Westwood; and keep an eye on my Facebook site- Councillor Trevor Corbell - for more up-to-

date information on matters as they arise. Cr Trevor Corbell
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Ink Pot Arts brings the Adelaide Fringe
to the Hills once again in 2014! \“k P

By Phi Theodorus

arts nc

Il nk Pot has two col our ful a d a repeat season of TaroughOttie4 6 s
Looking Glass and What Alice Found There at the Waldorf Living Arts Centre (March 1-8), and a
new community initiative Cultivating Creativity (Feb 15- March 7).

Through the Looking Glass brings

Aticeos second EMYNOIITY WA TR N) 00 PR ERT

Wonderland. Our talented youth by Lewis Carroll
ensemble will bring you disdainful
royals, flowers that talk, BOOK NOW!
mysterious train rides and .y March1,2,7,8
humorous encounters of the Dum- Adelaide Fringe at
Dee kind. Supported by a diverse The Living Arts Centre

. . Mt Barker Waldorf School
team of experienced professionals, R
Ink Pot Arts is excited to present WS & ke o
this classic heroi stg[j v ’J s

fun family entertainment. The
performances will be held in the Mt
Bar ker Wal dor f S
Arts Centre and see it transformed from itbds w
Burton -esque Wonderland that Alice finds herself navigating through. Come along for the first

show and joinourMad Hatt er Oafteraeda! Party

www.adelaidefringe.com.au
\'\k P arfsie  WWW. mkpot com.au

) —

I

Cultivating Creativity is a season of events offering something for everyonancluding, during the

Fringe so far they have had an afternoon of storytelling, one of craft and cups of tea, a fringe taster
event, a poetry night and an all local, all male lineup of acoustic music. The last instalment of
ACul tivating Creativityo is NACheeky ChMardh,s, |
celebrating women in music the night before in
has also inspired an incredibly diverse art exhibition in the Ink Pot Creative Hub until mid to late

March, themed around the artists growing their own creative expression.

For more information:

www.inkpot.com.au, www.facebook.com/inkpotarts or email ; @mmm
phi@inkpot.com.au 4 StaryTeller

\/

“\
For bookings: http://www.adelaidefringe.com.au/ s ear ch AThr ou e
Looking GlassoO or #fACultivating Creativityo

g ()

PTY LTD

INGEJZIEIX, —~"—

adelaidefringe.com.au Al
1300 621 255 | WALDORF SCHOOL
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http://www.facebook.com/inkpotarts
http://www.adelaidefringe.com.au/
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all
decked
out

The perfect outdoor

solution for your lifestyle

i Quality decks, pergolas and
verandahs

i Professional advice

i Guaranteed work by a licensed
builder

Call 8388 6999 for your obligation-
free design and quote.

www.alldeckedout.net.au

»  MOUNT BARKER . SOMERLED SERVICES
] © MECHANICAL REPAIRS
¥ BOTTLE&CAN B l

Secker Road. Mount Barker FARM MACHINERY &

LHQUIPMENT
Monday 1 Friday 8.30 am 8 4.30 pm FARTHMOVING
Saturday 8.00 am & 12.30 pm CRANES

Please ensure you are here 30 minutes before Al]:l‘!'f““’l‘“f“
closing for large loads, or 15 minutes before | [DIESEL &

closing for small loads. Thank you. l:'::r‘l‘!utld‘ o
Closed Sunday & Public Holidays SITE WELDING

FIELD SERVICE
$$3 Ph. 8391 2700  $$$

¢ .200tSa € ! fdzYAyAdzy PH. 8388 6244
¢ /lya ¢ N} aa FAX. 8388 666¢
A C g X a A MOBILE
¢ aAh toptainers €& [ SIR

Closed from Christmas Day. Reopening on Jan 6, 2014.




